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IN A  CAPSULE

Fiction
 1.  LOVE, ROSIE   

– Cecelia Ahern
 2.  LULLABIES – Lang Leav
 3.  KL NOIR: YELLOW  

– Various Authors
 4.  HORROR STORIES   

– Tunku Halim
 5.  LOVE AND 

MISADVENTURE   
– Lang Leav

 6.  SIDNEY SHELDON’S 
CHASING TOMORROW 
– Sidney Sheldon and 
Tilly Bagshawe

 7.  THE FIRST PHONE CALL 
FROM HEAVEN   
– Mitch Albom

 8.  ASSASSIN’S CREED: 
UNITY – Oliver Bowden

 9.  SHOPAHOLIC TO THE 
STARS – Sophie Kinsella

 10.  ADULTERY    
– Paulo Coelho

Non-Fiction
 1.  RECLAIM YOUR HEART 

– Yasmin Mogahed
 2.  I AM MALALA: THE 

GIRL WHO STOOD UP 
FOR EDUCATION AND 
WAS SHOT BY THE 
TALIBAN    
– Malala Yousafzai

 3.  SERIOUSLY ... I’M 
KIDDING    
– Ellen DeGeneres 

 4.  WRECK THIS JOURNAL: 
EVERYWHERE   
– Keri Smith 

 5.  A WORLD WITHOUT 
ISLAM – Graham E. Fuller

 6.  ALEX FERGUSON: MY 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY   
– Alex Ferguson

 7.  LIFE WITHOUT LIMITS: 
INSPIRATION FOR A 
RIDICULOUSLY GOOD 
LIFE – Nick Vujicic

 8.  THE CHILD BRIDE   
– Cathy Glass

 9.  GUINNESS WORLD 
RECORDS 2015: 
CELEBRATING 60 
YEARS (1955-2015)   
– Guinness World 
Records

 10. WRECK THIS JOURNAL 
(BLACK): TO CREATE IS 
TO DESTROY 
(EXPANDED)   
– Keri Smith

Cinders & Sapphires (At Sommerton)
Author: Leila Rasheed
Publisher: Hyperion

SET IN 1912 and at the fictional 
grand estate of Somerton, Cinders 
and Sapphires (At Sommerton) 
is the first instalment of the At 
Somerton series of novels. 

It tells the story of  the Averley 
family – Lady Ada, younger sister 
 Georgina and  father Lord Westlake 
– leaving India under a cloud for the 
first time in a decade. 

Despite the whispers of  scandal 
following them home, it is a merry 
occasion for the Averleys as Ada’s 
father prepares to marry the 
 glamorous and well-connected 
widow, Mrs Fiona Templeton. 

Templeton’s two sons, Sebastian 
and Matthew, and only daughter 
Charlotte, soon join the Averleys at 
Somerton.

Drama ensues as Ada finds it hard 
to be on good terms with her new 
relatives as well as  prepare for her 
first season out in high society. 

She also finds herself 
falling head over heels 
in love for Ravi, a young 
Indian man on 
scholarship at Oxford, 
someone she can 
never persuade her 
father to accept due 
to their class 
difference. 

Unlike most young 
adult novels 
nowadays which are 
set in modern times 
to engage today’s younger 
generation, Cinders and Sapphires 
seems a little different with its period 
setting. 

Still, its themes of racism, women’s 
rights and class differences can be 
quite  relevant even today. 

However, like many books for 
young adults, I find it difficult to keep 
my interest in the story further than 
page 10. 

The constantly whining, woe-is-me 
Ada is a pain and Ravi, apart from 

being Ada’s love interest, 
seems a hardly interesting 
character. 

Despite author Leila 
Rasheed’s intent to portray 
Ada as an intelligent person, 
she clearly isn’t. 

Also, the couple’s love for 
each other doesn’t read 
convincing enough and the 
race factor seems to be 
thrown in just to add a more 
scandalous note to the story. 

Conflicts created by 
antagonists such as Fiona and 

Charlotte I felt are unnecessary and 
the antagonists are too one 
dimensional for us to hate.

There is also no possible motive 
for all their bad doings aside from 
pure hatred and anger that nobody 
knows from where it started. 

Overall, an unconvincing love story 
and unnecessary dramas have turned 
this into a 400-page melodramatic 
soap opera of the early 20th 
century. 

Crime writer James dies
BRITISH detective writer P.D. 
James (below), best known for 
her mystery series featuring 
policeman and poet 
Adam Dalgliesh, died 
last week at the 
age of 94.

Baroness James 
of Holland Park 
“died peacefully 
at her home in 
Oxford on Nov 
27, 2014, aged 
94”, publisher 
Faber & Faber said 
in a statement.

The author drew 
inspiration from working for 
three decades as a civil servant, 
first in the National Health 
Service and then the  police and 
criminal policy departments of 
the Home Office.

She began writing in the 
1950s and her works were 
adapted into popular television 
series in Britain and the US from 
the 1980s.

These included last year’s 

three-part British TV drama 
Death Comes to Pemberley, an 
adaptation of her 2011 book of 
the same name 

James has won multiple 
international awards for 
crime writing. Her book, 
The Children of Men, 
a dystopian novel set 
in England in 2021, 
was turned into a 
2006 film starring 
Clive Owen and 
 Julianne Moore.

Faber & Faber hailed 
her as “one of the world’s 

great writers”.
It said: “She was so 

remarkable in every aspect of 
her life, an inspiration and great 
friend to us all. Working with her 
was always the best of times.”

She was awarded an OBE 
(Officer of the Order of the 
 British Empire) honour in 1983 
and was named as a life peer in 
the House of Lords, the British 
parliament’s upper chamber, in 
1991. – AFP-Relaxnews

REVIEW BY CHAN SOO WAH

From out of

BY S. INDRA SATHIABALAN

B
EFORE he tried his hand at 
becoming an author, Hong 
Kong-based Duncan 
Jepson, a lawyer by 

profession, has already made a 
name for himself as a writer, 
director and producer of feature 
films and documentaries for major 
international television channels. 

Today, he is fast gaining 
recognition as an author, with 
three books published – All 
the Flowers in Shanghai (2011); 
graphic novel Darkness Outside 
the Night (2012); and his latest, 
Emperors Once More (out 
in March this year), 
the first in a crime 
series.   

Jepson was at the 
recent Singapore 
Writers Festival to 
promote 
Emperors Once More, 
which is set in Hong 
Kong circa 2017. 

The crux of the 
story begins on the 
eve of a crisis summit 
for world economic 
leaders. 

Two Chinese 
Methodist ministers 
are found brutally murdered in 
the city’s financial district with 
no apparent clear motive for the 
slaying.

Investigating police officer 
Alex Soong soon realises that 
there is a serial killer on the 
loose when more mutilated 
bodies turn up. The killer starts 
sending messages to Alex, 
imploring him to join his crusade 
to regain China’s glorious past. 

Alex has to race against time 
to stop his tormentor and also 
protect those close to him as the 
killer turns his attention on them.

During a teleconference call, 
Jepson revealed that writing a 
crime thriller was not really a 
conscious thing. 

“I just had a story and 
wrote it. When it was sold to a 
publisher, it was sold as a crime 
thriller,” said the writer on his 
choice of genre for book three.

When asked if the plot 
or characters were based on 
something he came across while 
making documentaries, Jepson 
said no.

“This was really something 
about being Eurasian. My 
father is British and my mother 
Singapore Chinese which is very 
common and interesting.”

He explained the fact that his 
father’s race was the coloniser 

while his mother’s 
race was the one that 
was colonised made 
his legacy all the 
more interesting.

“I know the 
older generation 
in Singapore and 
Malaysia has a more 
scarred relationship 
with the West than 
the younger ones 
who see themselves 
as global citizens.”

In Emperors 
Once More, Jepson 
has captured many 

aspects of China’s history. 
The past also plays a vital part 

in the plot as the actions of the 
killer is motivated by that.

Even the  Eurasian factor 
comes into play, explaining one 
of the characters’ motivations in 
the book. 

The protagonist Alex, for 
example, is born in China, went 
to university in the US and now 
works in Hong Kong. 

He is a man trapped between 
worlds and that is something the 
killer in the book notices and 
tries to connect with him.

“I think it will resonate with 
people who live in many parts of 
the world, especially people who 
have been educated abroad,” said 
Jepson. “I think it is about the 

> Author-fi lmmaker Duncan Jepson explores 
various facets of China’s past and present in 
his third book, Emperors Once More

the shadows

idea of being local.”
Alex is also a man not without 

personal problems. His family 
has been torn apart by politics; 
he also faces problems with his 
wife who can’t accept what he 
does for a living and also fellow 
cops, some of whom are corrupt.

There are also subtleties in the 
book such as how the  characters 
talk in English, then lapse into 
Cantonese and Mandarin. 

“I wanted it to be real as can 
be,”  explained Jepson. “One 
film company’s boss [told] me 
[he] noticed that the  characters 
are Chinese but speak proper 
English. I said that happens and 
the person said: ‘Really?’”

Jepson said he wants to stay 
true to the Asian  character and 
context but also make the book 
appealing to a mass audience.

There are talks of turning the 
book into a TV series. 

Usually, this means the story 
will be skewed to a western point 
of view and if set in Asia, it will 
be about a Caucasian hero living 
in Asia.

But Jepson said: “I think 
people are trying to embrace a 
hero of different race and colour 
[now]. I think the world has 
changed.”

Emperors Once More also has 
the potential to be the start of 
a series but Jepson said he has 
no plans to write another at the 
moment. 

“I don’t plan to – but the 
publisher wants something more. 
So I want to find what the next 
story is. To be honest, I am 
struggling with it. I am struggling 
to find a theme.”

Jepson said while he was 
writing Emperors Once More 
(it took him seven months to 
complete the story), he realised 
there were expectations of how 
crime stories are  written. 

He is still  trying to figure out 
what he is going to do now. 

Despite turning his attention 
to writing now, Jepson added 
he has not given up producing 
documentaries. It’s just that he 
is not working on one at the 
moment.

I think people are I think people are 
trying to embrace a trying to embrace a 
hero of different hero of different 
race and colour race and colour 
[now]. I think the [now]. I think the 
world has changed.”world has changed.”

– Duncan Jepson


